the JWS forestry educational trust
Better Communicating Forest Science for Sustainable Development
In a recent review of World Bank forest sector strategy, the Bank, concluding that its activities in the forest sector in recent years have been at best ‘irrelevant’, blamed this failure on poor governance (World Bank 2004). ‘Essential to resolving governance issues and balancing environmental, social and economic objectives’, they conclude, is ‘an inclusive approach to decision making’ and ‘proactive engagement with all relevant stakeholders’. Over the past decade forest policy has become increasingly a product of the public arena
. Forest management is no longer simply and automatically handed over to the traditional ‘experts’ or scientists. Rather scientists are invited to engage with policymakers and stakeholders to debate various management options. Explaining complex relationships between forests and other landscape components and elucidating the trade-offs – social, economic and environmental – of different management scenarios are ever increasingly important tasks of the modern-day forester 
. 
Effective communication of scientific information is increasingly recognized to be critical in today’s technology-focused world (UNESCO/ICSU 1999). However, the failure to communicate science effectively, and in particular forestry, is widely lamented, for example,
· “…environmental topics vary greatly in accuracy indicating the need for greater participation by informed scientists.” (Ashlin and Ladel 2006) 
· “science plays a key role in …development, and … science communication is an important link between the two…” (Gristock 2000);
· we need a “better appreciation of the key role of communication – and particularly communication about science and technology – in development.” (SciDevNet 2007);
·  “…the degree of interaction and the extent to which forest-related scientific knowledge is used for policy making still vary considerably among countries… low particularly in developing countries…. [with]  inadequate communication as [one of the] major bottlenecks…” (Patosaari 2005);

· “most people are simply clueless” about forests and forestry (Jones 2004). 

Successful science-based decision making depends on effective communication of science. As policy-making becomes an increasingly consultative process, the role of communication becomes ever more crucial.  Scientists too recognize that they must engage more broadly, indeed, that they have the obligation and moral responsibility to explain what they do in language that anyone can understand. As the professional organization of forestry researchers acknowledges, forest scientists “… need to gain influence in the policy process as well as to legitimate their research’ by building public support (IUFRO 2007). 

A forester active in his vocation for more than 40 years, John Wyatt-Smith enjoyed a career in forestry that spanned the fields of research, education and policy making. Beginning work in Asia, John devoted considerable time and effort to the consultative process both in the tropics and later in the UK. His belief in the need to communicate the basic principles and objectives of forestry and good environmental management was a key motivating factor throughout his life. It is the purpose of the John Wyatt-Smith Forestry Educational Trust to assist trained foresters, especially those from developing countries from tropical regions, to develop the skills and expertise needed to be effective communicators of the potential role and responsibility of forestry in socially, economically and environmentally sound and sustainable development.
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� See the October 1999 issue of Science and Public Policy, volume 26, number 5 for an extended discussion of public participation in science and technology.





� See December 2003 issue � HYPERLINK "http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/els/13899341" \o "Forest Policy and Economics" �Forest Policy and Economics�, 5(4) for an extended treatment of the forest science-policy interface.








